Author's I ntroduction
The regulation of the medical profession is an important topic of concern for health and social policy analysts as well as social scientists who possess an academic interest in medical autonomy, institutionalised medical power and contemporary shifts in the governance and performance management of professional forms of expertise. The last three decades have seen substantial changes in how medical work is quality assured to protect the public from medical malpractice and underperforming doctors. Medical practitioners have become increasingly subject to formal peer review mechanisms and third party managerial surveillance and performance appraisal. Bound up with this have been moves toward including lay people as well as other health and social care professionals in the regulation of the medical profession and quality assurance of medical work. This shift has been said to signify a move toward a stakeholder model of medical regulation.
Author Recommends:
A good place to start understanding the historical background to changes currently occurring in the regulation of medical expertise is Andrew Gray's and Stephen 2) 'The 1858 Medical Act secured the interests of the medical profession as much as it served to protect the public from poorly performing doctors'. Critically discuss this statement with reference to a neo-weberian model of medical power. 3) Critically evaluate the impact of consumerism and managerialism on medical autonomy. 4) Summarise the key changes to the General Medical Council introduced by the 2008 Health and Social Care Act and critically discuss if they curtail medical autonomy. 5) Provide a critical account of why studying the impact of revalidation is vitally important to the future study of medical autonomy by social scientists.
Project I dea:
Construct a portfolio of images which over time tells the story of the rise of modern medicine from Hippocrates and Galen to the birth of the clinic and the rapid advances in medical science made in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Provide an accompanying account (1500) words which critically discusses how your narrative illustrates the power of 'the medical gaze' and its ability to transform our lives for the better while also opening up new possibilities for the surveillance and control of the population by the state and its agencies.
